Winskill Renewal Project
Frequently Asked Questions
Q: I thought this project was already decided. Isn’t it a done deal?
A: The first phase of engagement last year focused on gathering input on the vision and key features of the new facility. In December 2024, Council approved the major design features (schematic design). We are now in the second and final phase of engagement, running until March 24, to collect feedback on the detailed design and confirm that we are heading in the right direction before we break ground later this year.
Q: How is the City responding to the new tariffs on U.S. products?
A: The City is prioritizing local sourcing as much as possible to reduce the impact of the tariffs on all City projects. For the Winskill Project specifically, our project team is actively managing the risk by exploring alternative suppliers and if necessary, adjusting project features to ensure the project stays on budget.
Q: I don’t support the loss of mature trees in Winskill Forest. No replanting can replace the original forest.
A: We understand concerns about tree loss. The park design was developed to reduce tree loss wherever possible and strike a balance between an active and passive park. A recent independent arborist report (summer 2024) confirmed that many of the trees needing removal were in poor health or structurally unsound. In February 2025, Council approved a Reforestation Strategy that includes planting climate resistant trees that will be able to withstand our changing climate. The registered landscape architect who has worked on this plan is available at the reforestation board to provide more details on the plan.
Quick Facts:
· Approximately 400 trees retained and 400 more planned to planted.
· 150 trees removed (due to health or safety concerns).
· 31 trees replanted (to date).
· 24 felled trees repurposed to enrich the forest floor.
· A mix of native and climate-adaptive trees will be planted to improve biodiversity and resilience.

Q: Will construction impact SunFest?
A: City staff have worked closely with SunFest organizers to develop alternative arrangements, as the building and fields will not be accessible during the event. These plans are in place to ensure the event can proceed smoothly in an alternate location.


Q: Will baseball seasons be impacted?
A: The spring 2025 baseball season will not be impacted. Groundbreaking for the new facility is scheduled to begin at the end of the baseball season (mid summer). The relocated field and new field is being constructed in spring/early summer 2025 allowing time for the fields to grow in through the rest of 2025. These new fields will be ready for play in spring 2026. If the construction schedule changes, we will work with baseball and field users to create alternate arrangements.
Q: What will happen to disc golf? Winskill was one of the first disc golf areas in Canada. Where can we play now?
A: Delta Council has endorsed a plan to relocate the Winskill disc golf course. As an interim solution, six baskets were installed at Dennison Park in fall 2024, and have been well-used by the disc golf community. By spring 2025, a12-hole pilot course will be installed at Diefenbaker Park, a potential long-term home for disc golf, pending community engagement in fall 2025. A professional disc golf course designer has developed both the Dennison and Diefenbaker courses with input from local players.
To honor Winskill’s history, commemorative baskets will be installed after baseball field construction, allowing for informal play.
Q: This is not where our tax money should be going.
A: The current building was constructed in 1976 and is the oldest recreation facility in Delta. A 2019 study found that its mechanical systems are at the end of their service life and significant investment would be required to keep it in operation. An analysis concluded that the cost to renovate the existing facility would be comparable to building a new facility. Given this, Council unanimously decided to proceed with a new building as it will better accommodate the current and future needs of Tswwassen and offer improved amenities.
Q: When will the new building be open?
A: The new facility is expected to open in late summer 2027. The detailed design and engagement report will go to Council in April 2025 and if approved, construction is planned to begin in mid-2025 and continue through mid 2027.
Q: Will the existing Aquatic Centre remain open until the new one is completed?
A: The existing facility is intended to remain open during construction of the new facility. The initial plans have been to decommission the existing facility at the conclusion of the new facility. However, the project team are exploring if changes to this approach should be made.
Q: What kind of filtration system will the new pool use?
A: The Project Team compared several options for pool filtration systems and plans to proceed with a drum filtration system. This is more efficient and removes more material than traditional sand filtration systems.  The City intends to proceed with this filtration system which is also used in the recently built New Westminster təməsew̓txʷ Aquatic and Community Centre.  In addition, the City intends to include UV and gas removal systems to go above and beyond minimum pool water cleanliness requirements set by the province.
Q: What is going to happen to the Church? It is a heritage building and should be saved.
A: Though it has been familiar to the area for some time, the Winskill Annex building (the current multi-purpose building) is not a designated heritage building. It was grandfathered into the building code to allow for current use however it no longer meets building code, contains asbestos, and is aged well past its lifecycle. Because the building cannot be meaningfully renovated, it will be demolished after the new Winskill Aquatic and Fitness Centre is completed. The new Winskill facility is being designed to have two multi-purpose rooms for fitness and other activities. Specifics about what programming will be available (ex. cycle fit, yoga, etc.) will be explored later in the development process.  The new facility will also include a dedicated space for BGC to continue their programming.  

Q: Will there be dedicated space for indoor cycling classes, and another dedicated space for other fitness classes such as yoga, Pilates, and strength training?  It looks like there are only two multi-purpose rooms planned in right now - that doesn't seem like enough.  These classes become especially important as we get older and need more low-impact activities.
A: We understand how important indoor cycling and other low-impact fitness classes are, especially as we work to create spaces that support a variety of health and wellness activities. Currently, the plan includes two multi-purpose rooms designed as flexible spaces that can accommodate a range of group fitness classes, including yoga, Pilates, strength training, and indoor cycling. To support indoor cycling specifically, we are planning for a dedicated storage area for stationary bikes, allowing for easy setup when classes are scheduled. This approach helps maximize space while still offering a variety of programming.

